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thirty-six years, suddenly revived and killed the patient in a few 
days.” 

It will be seen from the above that M. Gi-os’ disseminated 
neuritis includes a large class of cases not exactly coivesponding 
in clinical history with the typical acute ascending paralysis, of 
Landry. Nevei’theless, if the species is to be ba'sed on the path¬ 
ological lesions so far as known, rather than on the symptoms, 
he is right in his classification, as it appears to us. 

Of course with so many of these cases having a possibly favor¬ 
able termination, the question of ti'eatment is of importance. 
After his chapters on diagnosis, etc., the author ends his memoir 
with one on the medical and surgical management of the disor- 
dei - . Besides the measures indicated on general pi-inciples, elec¬ 
tricity, countei'-iri'itation, etc., he mentions among the appliances 
that may be employed, hypodermic injections of nitrate of silver 
and chloroform, and the operation of neui’otomy. The memoii-, 
without being very profound or exhaustive, is well worthy of 
attention. 


SHORTER NOTICES. 


I. Physiology and Histology of the Cerebral Convolutions. 

Also, Poisons of the Intellect. By Chas. Richet, A. M., 
M. D., Ph. D. Translated by Edward P. Fowler, M. D. 
New Yoi-k: Wm. Wood & Co., 1879. 170 pages. Chicago: 
Jansen, McClurg & Co. 

II. Die Furchen und Wulste am Grosshirn des Menschen. 

Zugleich als Erlauterung zu dem Hirnmodell. Yon Ad. 
Pansch, Professor an der Universitat Kiel. Bei’lin, 1879. 

III. Materia Medica and Therapeutics. Vegetable King- 
. dom. By Charles D. F. Phillips, M. D., F. R. C. S. E. Ed¬ 
ited and adapted to the U. S. Pharmacopoeia, by Henry 
S. Piffard, A. M., M. D. New York: Wm. Wood & Co., 
1879. Chicago: W. T. Keener. 

IV. The Multum in Parvo Reference and Dose Book. By 
C. Henri Leonard, M. A., M. D. Third edition. Revised 
and enlarged. Detroit, 1879. 

Pocket Therapeutics and Dose Book, with classification 
and explanation of Medicines, etc., etc. By Morse Stewart, 
Jr., B. A., M. D. Second edition, revised and enlarged. 
Detroit, Mich.: Geo. D. Stewai't, 1878. 

V. Analysis of the Urine, with Special Refei’ence to the Dis¬ 

eases of the Genito-Urinary Organs. By K. B. Hofmann 
and R. Ultzmann. Translated by T. Bai-ton Brune, M. D., 
and H. Holbrook Curtis, Ph. B. New York: D. Appleton 
& Co., 1879. 269 pages, 8 pi. Chicago: Jansen, McClurg 

& Co. 



Shorter Notices. 


747 


VI. A Clinical Treatise on Diseases of the Nervous Sys¬ 
tem. By M. Rosenthal. With a Preface by Prof. Charcot. 
Translated from the Author’s Revised and Enlarged Edition, 
by L. Putzel, M. D. 2 volumes. 1879. New York: Wm. 
Wood & Co. 

I. We have already reviewed the French edition, of which 
this is a translation, and will only mention such matters as ap¬ 
pear worth noticing in this English version. 

The translator has taken the liberty of abridging the work; as 
he says, “ In order to bring the subject within the required limits 
it has been necessary to condense as much as the preservation of 
the original plan of arrangement would permit, and at the same 
time to eliminate everything that was not essential to the sub¬ 
ject. Hence, perhaps, the most interesting portion of the work, 
that which dealt particularly with illustrative cases and extended 
description, was unwillingly sacrificed in order to present the 
work in its abridged form.” 

Of the translation we need not say much; it is, for the most 
part, fairly done, though it must be admitted that it might be 
improved. 

The most objectionable feature, however, is the appending of 
the other memoir of the author, “Poisons of the Intellect,” to 
the volume. It contributes nothing to the scientific character 
of the volume, and the recommendation by the author and inser¬ 
tion by the translator causes both to appear at a disadvantage. 
It would have been much more in place in a popular magazine. 

II. This comprehensive little contribution to cerebral anatomy 
and topography is the latest of Prof. Pansch’s valuable publica¬ 
tions. He suggests a nomenclature wholly different lrom his 
collaborators’ and that which he himself has used in past years. 

He separates fissures from sulci, and making the first named 
the more important, confines the latter designation to cortical 
furrows beginning in the 6th month of foetal life. Ilis omission 
of the two sulci inferior to the temporalis superior of Ecker, 
while retaining the convolutions of which they form the bounda¬ 
ries, does not seem proper. The other authors find these sulci 
too useful as landmarks to be ignored so completely. 

The joining the prsecentral sulcus to the inferior frontal, and 
thus departing from the methods of his companions in this field, 
we must regard as unfortunate, for two reasons: primarily^ it 
necessitates a change from the system of numbering and desig¬ 
nating the lobules in that region, uniformly adopted by anato¬ 
mists who treat of the subject; secondly, it will be productive 
of as much confusion as the older want of separation between 
the occipital and calcarine fissures, merely because in some cases 
they were confluent. 

With such exceptions we cannot but regard Prof. Pansch’s 
little book as a step in the right direction toward a correct class¬ 
ification. Diagnosticians, students of cerebral localization of 
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functions, and pathological anatomists generally should thank 
this hard-working author for this effort toward a more correct 
nomenclature. s. v. c. 

III. This is one of Wood’s dollar series of republished medi¬ 
cal works, and one that appears to us to be of considerable value. 
The American editor has considerably condensed the English 
original, and has' made a number of additions and changes to 
bring the work into convenient compass, and to render it more 
serviceable to the American reader. As it comes from his hands 
we should think it decidedly improved. 

This volume only contains accounts of medicinal agents of 
organic origin, and therefore is far.from being a complete hand¬ 
book of therapeutics, but it seems quite complete so far as it 
goes. The arrangement is botanical, and therefore all troubles 
as to therapeutic classification are avoided. Considering the 
low price and the general merits of the voljnne, the publishers 
have done a good work in thus presenting it to the American 
medical profession. 

IV. These two little volumes, both hailing from Detroit, are 
quite complete in their way. The first contains, besides the 
usual list of remedies and their doses, a list of pbarmacopceial 
preparations showing their composition, with remarks on the 
method of their preparations, list of incompatibles, of poisons 
and their antidotes, together with the principal and most useful 
chemical tests, and tests for urine examinations, obstetric memo¬ 
randa, visceral measurements, directions for emergencies, etc., 
etc. The second, besides many of these, has a list of diseases 
and their remedies, and a chapter on general symptomatology, 
which, though more scientific, reminds us much of the family 
homeopathic manuals so commonly seen in the hands of dosing 
mothers, which, with their accompanying cases of sugar pellets, 
have so often relieved the parent’s anxiety to do something. It 
would serve as a handy book for the sailor or traveler who 
would care to' be his own doctor. 

It is common to disparage this class of books, and to say that 
a competent physician has no need of them. We do not share 
this opinion, and arc inclined to think that its motive is not alto¬ 
gether unakin to a sort of sciolism which forms so serious a temp¬ 
tation to many in the profession. Few doctors would care to con¬ 
sult a dose book before their patients, and yet the time frequently 
occurs when such a proceeding might be advantageous. They 
are often, as in the present cases, ahead of the pharmacopoeia 
and the usual manuals in mentioning novelties in therapeutics, 
and while every physician should have a ready knowledge of the 
standard remedies, there are occasions, and we think they are 
not infrequent, when the most experienced one might pi-ofit from 
a moment’s consultation with a little pocket volume such as these. 
It must be recollected, that it is not merely the question as to 
dose, but those in regard to compatibility, solubility, and anti- 
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dotes, etc., that are answered by such volumes as these. When 
carefully and properly compiled they can be very useful, and we 
see no more impropriety in their consultation by physicians than 
in the use of a pocket dictionary by a student. 

Dr. Leonard’s work, it is stated, has been carefully proof-read 
some ten different times by seven different persons, and it seems 
to be quite free from errors, though we notice some omissions. 
The other little volume of Dr. Morse Stewart’s does not, on the 
rapid examination we have given it, show any important mis¬ 
takes. 

Y. The translators of this work say in their preface “We do 
not know of a single work in the English language where, in a 
concise form, so many valuable suggestions and practical hints 
are offered, both as regards analysis and diagnosis. The book 
does not pretend to be an elaborate and exhaustive treatise on 
the diseases of the genito-urinary organs; such an idea is at 
once precluded by the title and size of the work. It merely 
claims to contain all that is necessary for the student and prac¬ 
ticing physician.” While this may be and probably is too un¬ 
qualified an assertion, it nevertheless appears to be a work of 
real value, and one which the translators have done a service to 
their countrymen in translating. That it had already appeared 
in other languages than the German is a fact that speaks well 
for its merits. 

The translation appears to be creditably done, though we have 
had no opportunity of comparing it with the original. The 
translators have added besides the plates that appeared in the 
original edition still others from Ultzmann and Hofmann’s Atlas 
of Urinary Sediments, and the general appearance and make-up 
of the work is very fine. 

VI. In a former issue of this journal (Oct., 1876) we reviewed 
at some little length Rosenthal’s Klinilc der Nervenkrankheiten 
in the original, and the favorable opinion of it there given needs 
only to be referred to here. The publishers have done well to 
include this work in their cheap series; it is better than a repub¬ 
lication of English works dating several years back. 

The translation appears to be pretty well done; we should 
think from some signs that the French edition had been used to 
some extent in its preparation. It includes Prof. Charcot’s in¬ 
troduction to that translation, which is itself a very strong re¬ 
commendation of the work. 



